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Munster and Lions’ captain Paul 0'Connell was greeted Monday by President Mary McAleese and her hus-

band Dr. Martin McAleese when Ireland's Grand Stam-winning team visited Aras an Uachtarain. SPORTSFILE
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By Mark Jones
letters@irishecho.com

IRELAND turned out to be {the dominant force
when the Lions rugby squad for the upcoming tour
to South Africa was announced on Tuesday. Paul
O'Connell was named as captain ahead of tearn-
mate and national captain, Brian O’Driscoll, while
as many as 14 Irish players were included in the 37-
man party.

While not currently captaining his country, O’
Connell was rewarded for the superb leadership
job he has done with Munster, and was cbviously
regarded as a more suitable candidate than -
Driseoll, who led the Lions in New Zealand in 2005.

The surprise selections were 21-year-old center
Keith Rarls, who didn’t figure during Ireland's
Grand Slam campaign, and Munster veteran, Alan
Quinlan, who has been in superb form for the
province of late.

John Hayes, Marcus Horan, Gordon D’Arcy and

Paddy Wallace were the only players who ap- .

peared in the recent Six Nations championship
who failed to make the squad.

“To he selected for a second Lions tour is fan-
tastic, and to be asked to captain the squad is a
tremendous honor,” said 29-year-old O’Connell.
“It’s not only a great honor for me, but an honor for
Munster and Ireland.” '

He added that taking on the reigning world

champions in their own back yard would be a huge
challenge, but he was confident that there was the
necessary talent and attifude for success.

“paul O’Connell has shown over his career that
he’s a natural leader both on and off the field,”
said head coach, Ian MeGeechan. “He has the re-
spect of his fellow players all over the world.”

With the Irish leading the way with a record 14
representatives - including eight from Munster -
Wales have 13 players, England eight and Scotland
just two.

The 10-match tour begins on May 30, and fea-
tures three fest matches against the Springboks on
June 20, June 27 and July 4. The last time the Lions
toured South Africa in 1997, they won the test se-
ries 2-1.

Ireland’s Lions:

Backs: Rob Kearney, Luke Fitzgerald, Tomuny
Bowe, Brian O’Driseoll, Keith Earls, Ronan O’Gars,
Tomas O'Leary

‘Forwards: Jerry Flannery, Donnacha O’-
Caltaghan, Paul O’Connell (capt), Alan Quinlan,
Stephen Ferris, David Wallace, Jamie Heaslip.

3.8 p.c. is not encugh

HAMSTRUNG by its own democracy, the GAA
failed to adopt new measures aimed at cleaning up
its games at last weekend’s annual congress in

See SPORTS, Page 38

BOXING I AMERICA

By Jay Mwamba
letters@irishecho.com

Ruth O'Sullivan halted a
bloodied but brave Jillkerry
Ward in the fourth round io win
her third New York Daily News
Golden Gloves title at Madison
Square Garden’s WaMu The-
ater last Friday night.

A steady barrage of shots to
Ward’s crimson face in the all-
Irish serap foreed a stoppage of
the women’s 106-pound final at
1:35 minutes of the final stanza,
earning O’Sullivan her third
Gloves championship in five
years.

Ward, a Manhattan model/ac-
{ress whose father emigrated
from County Kerry, won silver
for the second time. Both fight-
ers received a bye to the final
because of the low eniry in the
106-pound division.

O’Sullivan, who's 33 and was
representing Gleason’s Gy,
thanked trainer Devon Cormack
for the win and said their hard
work had paid off.

“I felt good the all day, relaxed
and awesome and nothing held
me back,” the petite Dubliner
said after her brutal victory.

Although ring rusty in her
first competitive fight since los-
ing in the 2007 final, Ward was
able and willing to take punigh-
ing from the 2005 and 2006 tiflist
for most of the fight.

After a slow and sluggish
opening round for both fighters,
Sullivan got to business follow-
ing a wake up call from Ward in
the form of a solid right hand.

She opened up with a fusillade

of punches that bloodied Ward's

nose and forced the referee fo
give the Trinity B.C. fighter the
first of three standing-eight
counts. The other counts came
in the third and four rounds
O’Sullivan couldn’t raiss with
a steady flow of straight lefis
and rights and despile her
“Ruthless Ruth” moniker, felt
that the referee should have
stopped the bout earlier.

Ruth 0'Sullivan. SPORTSFILE

“1 felt sorry for [Ward}.
ally felt bad for her but she
coming al me so it was n
her,” O’Sullivan said. “Herl
was all over me and I the
the referee would stop it a
ple of times. She has a |
heart.”

While Ward kept fig
hack, her punches, aceordi
(’Sullivan, lacked steam.

Cormack was happy wit
Sullivaw’s performance. “Sl
a good job and could have ¢
it sooner,” he said. “T'd
liked her to [throw] more
shots.”

On her future plans, O’
van said she’d take things
day at a time.”

KERRY WINS

In the women's 132-pou
nal on Thursday night,
Anne Kerry [Mendez Bc
outpointed Gleason’s Ci
Retamozzo 5-0 to win hes
Gloves title.

MOROWITZ SCHOLARS
Teddy Atlas, the ESPN b
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Ahead of John Duddy’s ten~
rounder with Billy Lyell in
Newark this Friday, the Derry
Destroyer’s trainer fended off
a challenge from super mid-
dleweight Peter Mantredo for
a showdown with his Irish
charge.

“1 [won't] even give it a
second thought,” trainer Pat
Burns said in
Miami last

adding:

“What does
Peter Manfre-
do do for John

Roxing Duddy? John

Duddy is th
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Jay Bwamba | ¢, country
letters .

and Europe.
John puts a lot
of [people] in seats. We're
going to worry about this
[Lyell] fight first.”

Manfredo, a 28 year-old
stopped in three rounds by
now retired Welsh great Joe
Calzaghe in Cardiff two years
ago, called out Duddy after
starching Walid Smichet in
seven heats in Montreal,
Canada, last Saturday.

Stmichet is the Tunisian mid-
dleweight who gave the unde-
feated Duddy fits 14 months
ago. He busted up the Derry
Destroyer and dashed what
was. a guaranteed seven-fig-
ure payday for Duddy against
world champ Kelly Pavlik,
despite dropping a ten-round
decision.

“I'm a top-level performer
who only had three weeks to
get ready for this fight,” said
the 36-6 [16 KOs} Manfredo
after destroying Smichet.

“I'm coming down to mid-
dleweight and I want Duddy.
Today, 1 did what he couldn’t
do and plan on being ringside
Friday night for his fight
fagainst Lyell].”

In Miami, Duddy shrugged
off Manfredo’s proposed pres-
ence at the Prudential Center.

@irishecho.com

Sunday before .

SPORTSFILE

John Duddy celebrated victory over Howard Eastman in Belfast in December 2007.

“T couldn’t care less,” said
Duddy {26-0, 17 KOs].

He said he was fit and ready
to explode against Lyell, who
at age 24 and 5-foot-nine is
five years younger and two
inches shorter than him. But
Duddy insisted that he
wouldn’t be under any pres-
sure to blow out an opponent
with a well-earned reputation
for durability.

“T'll just. concentrate on
what I've been working on,”
Duddy remarked.

Burns, a former Marine,
gave Duddy the thumbs up.
“We had a greal [training]
camp and I'm very happy
with John's conditioning.”

Given Lyell's ability to take
a punch, conditioning should
be of the essence for Duddy
as he re-establishes his cre-
dentials to challenge Pavlik.

Lyell {18-7, 3 KOs] is a mod-
est, albeit busy, puncher
who's likely to play catcher
all night. And unless Duddy
goes flat out in search of a
KO, the fight could add up to
a good ten round workout for
the Derryman.

On the undercard, former
world junior middleweight
Kassim Ouma tackles light
middleweight Gabriel Rosa-
do, the Philadelphia boxer
who handed Aklow’'s James
Moore his first pro defeat in
New York last June.

Tickets for the show are
available from Barney Moore
at (917) 559-8467 and Greg
Mclntyre at {917) 528-7379.

LEE SIGHTING

Andy Lee was in New York
last weekend en route to his
Detroit base after nearly a
month in Ireland following
his ten round points victory

over German Alex Sipos.

The Limerick middleweight
will soon be off to camp with
trainer-manager  Emanuel
Steward and stablemate
Wladimir Klitschko who
defends his world heavy-
weight crown  against
Englishman David Haye in
Germany on June 20.

Lee said he'd most likely
return to the ring a week or so
after the Klitschko-Haye
bout.

McDERMOTT
FIGHT DATE

Jersey City super feather-
weight Danny McDermott {7-
1-1, 2 KOs] faces tough Philly
brawler Gustavo Dailey at the
Schuetzen Park Ballroom in
North Bergen on May 7.
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297 Willis Avenue, Mineola, NY 11501
516-746-9392 www.itishamericansoc.com 516-742-8080
May (’Boyle-Deegan, President ¢ Email: ireusal@aol.com

Saturday, April 25, 2009:
$:30-11:00 a.m.

Donat:on. $10 aduii‘s
$5 Children under 12

Admission by

Reservation Oniy

: S :
Immlgrahon & Human Services avax]able Saturdays 9:00 to 11 00 AM

Sunday, April 26, 2009:
GAA League Games

9am.,

Cork v. Monaghan

11 a.m.

Kerry v. Derry
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